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Abstract

Recent advances in our understanding of the boundary
layer and cumulus convection in the tropics are re-
viewed. The review reflects the interactive nature of the
atmosphere-ocean system. It discusses the observational
picture of the atmosphere that is emerging from tropical
field experiments, results of diagnostic studies of con-
vective transports and structure, and the progress in
both modeling and parameterizing convection and the
tropical boundary layer.

1. Introduction

In 1971, the Scientific and Technical Activities Commis-
sion of the American Meteorological Society asked its
technical committees to report on the state of their
respective areas at the Annual Meeting of the Society.
In the case of the Committee on Hurricanes and Tropi-
cal Meteorology, this resulted in the publication of “A
Review of Hurricane and Tropical Meteorology” (Gar-
stang, 1972). The present review is a continuation of
this reporting request and the original paper by Gar-
stang which was presented by Betts at the Annual Meet-
ing in Honolulu, Hawaii, January 1974. Because of
the recent nature of the previous review, this paper will
deal only with a specific aspect of tropical meteorology:
the boundary layer and cumulus convection.

The boundary layer can be defined as that part of the
atmosphere where dynamical and thermodynamical ef-
fects generated at the surface are detectable. As such,
under fair weather conditions, the boundary layer ex-
tends from the surface to the trade wind inversion.
Under disturbed conditions, with enhanced cumulus
convection, cloud-induced mixing reaches below cloud
base and may finally couple sea surface processes with
the high troposphere. By this definition the boundary
layer can include both processes at the air-sea interface
and cumulus convection extending through the entire
tropical troposphere. This review will not attempt to
cover such an all-embracing field. Instead, we will con-
centrate on those aspects of the boundary layer and
convection that reflect the inleractive nature of the
system. In particular, we have reviewed work that deals
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with the interaction between the sea surface and the
subcloud layer and between the cloud layer and the
underlying subcloud layer and surface. Some 40 indi-
viduals actively engaged in research in these areas were
asked to express their views on the progress of the field
in their area of interest over the past three years. Re-
sponses were received from 409, of the scientists polled.
The review which follows is materially influenced by
these responses and their help is gratefully acknowledged.

2, The air-sea interface and the structure of
the subcloud layer

a. Air-sea interface

During the past few years, it has become increasingly
obvious that it is not enough to know only the sea
surface temperature and stress distribution in order to
determine the coupling between the ocean and the
atmosphere.

From below, the sea surface characteristics are con-
trolled by processes in each of three sub-layers:

i) The wave-mixed layer as the upper portion of the
oceanic mixed layer is characterized by the fact
that any thermodynamic property such as tempera-
ture or salinity which may be altered by atmo-
spheric variables will be quickly and thoroughly
stirred mechanically and mixed. The depth may
vary from several centimeters to several 10s of
meters depending on wind speed.

ii) The diurnal thermocline within the mixed layer is
determined mainly by the influence of the diurnal
heating cycle, with slightly stable stratification dur-
ing the day time, and unstable stratification with
nocturnal convection during the night time under
undisturbed meteorological conditions; and also by
the large-scale dynamic conditions. The depth of
this layer may be of the order of 30-50 m.

iif) The bottom layer of the mixed layer is a transi-
tional layer in which a balance must exist between
the erosive effects of internal waves penetrating
from below and the active top layer of the ocean.
This layer is characterized by the dynamics of in-
ternal waves and by strong static stability.
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To these layers and their dominant processes must be
added knowledge of the wave field, latent heat flux,
net radiation at the surface (see e.g. Paulson and Parker,
1972), radiation attenuation with depth, and the effects
of precipitation on the sea surface. Recent observations
(F. Ostapoff1) suggest that not only are the effects of
precipitation on surface temperature and salinity marked
but the effects of cumulus-generated downdrafts on the
ocean surface are immediate and measurable. This has
led to the suggestion that cold, cloud-induced ‘“foot-
prints” result which are yet to be observationally clearly
delineated in space and time.

Estimation of the flux of moisture across the air-sea
interface remains a serious unsolved problem for all but
undisturbed conditions. Indirect estimates (see below)
continue to indicate significant increases in evaporation
under disturbed conditions. The dissimilarity between
the temperature and moisture structure and fluxes in
the air near the sea surface has now been well docu-
mented (Businger, 1972; Frisch and Businger, 1973;
Grossman, 1973). Under fair weather conditions near
the sea surface (<100 m) latent heat is transported pri-
marily by small-scale phenomena with a plume or
bubble structure, while sensible heat and momentum
flux are due to a mixture of small-scale phenomena and
some larger scale organization. Under disturbed condi-
tions, as described below, this situation may change
drastically with cloud convective downdrafts becoming
the controlling mechanism.
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Fic. 1. (After Malkus) Structure of the undisturbed tropical
atmosphere based upon aircraft soundings.

1 Personal communication.
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b. Subcloud layer

Riehl et al. (1951), Malkus (1956), and others have all
documented the layered structure of the undisturbed
trade wind atmosphere. Figure 1 shows:

i) the surface layer (0-100 m) with an adiabatic tem-
perature gradient and a slight decrease in specific
humidity with height resulting in slight static
instability;

ii)a neutrally-stratified mixed layer extending to
about 940 mb with an adiabatic temperature
gradient but constant specific humidity distribution;

iiiya (ransition layer of nearly constant temperature
distribution but marked decrease of moisture, about
100 m thick, and separating the regime of cloud
convection above from that of dry convection and
mechanical mixing below;

iv)a cloud layer, conditionally unstable, extending
from the transition layer to the base of the inver-
sion with a temperature gradient somewhat stronger
than the moist adiabat;

v)the trade wind inversion atop the planetary
boundary layer with a strong increase in tempera-
ture and.decrease in humidity with height.

A significant advance has been the first systematic docu-
mentation of the changes in the dynamic and the thermo-
dynamic structure of the subcloud layer with increasing
convective cloud activity. These results have been ob-
tained from two major field experiments: the Barbados
Experiment (1968-1969), including BOMEX (1969), and
the South Florida Seeding Experiment of 1971. Reports
on this work were given by Garstang, Seguin, Echter-
nacht and FernandezPartagas at the 8th Technical
Conference on Hurricanes and Tropical Meteorology
and summarized by Holland (1972).

Figure 2a~d shows that as the state of the atmosphere
changes from undisturbed (Fig. 2a) with fair weather
cumulus to strongly disturbed (Fig. 2d) with towering
cumulus and cumulonimbus, the thermodynamic struc-
ture of the subcloud layer changes from unstable to
stable. Surface temperature and humidity field mea-
surements (Ulanski et al., 1973) show that changes of
3-5 K of equivalent potential temperature occur with
periods of 50-100 sec. Similar “saw-tooth” patterns were
found by Gibson et al. (1971), Phelps and Pond (1971).
The changes in 6, described by Ulanski et al. (1973) and
Bean et al. (1972) may be directly related to cumulus
downdrafts; they are shown by Seguin (1972) to reach a
maximum in the mid-subcloud region in the vicinity of
showers. Garstang (1973) has suggested that cumulus and
cumulus groups are largely self-limiting through interac-
tion with the subcloud layer which results in (Fig. 3):

i) a dilution of the subcloud layer;
ii) a stable stratification of the subcloud layer.

The South Florida Cloud Seeding Experiments’ re-
sults have shown, however, that cloud downdrafts very
significantly change the velocity fields and hence the
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Fic. 2. Mcan profiles of virtual potential temperature based upon a number of tethered halloon soundings with high resolu-
tion sondes: a) the undisturbed state, fair weather cumulus; b) a transitional state from undisturbed to disturbed conditions.
Some shower activity with cumulus development up to § km; ¢) moderately disturbed, showers, groups of towering cumulus,
some cumulonimbus, multilayered middle and high cloud; d) strongly disturbed, showers, cumulonimbus, low stratus and

fracto stratus, multi-layered middle and high cloud.

fields of low level divergence. Figure 4a shows con-
vergence of the order of 107 sec™ with associated radar
and rainfall isolines. One-half hour later, Fig. 4b shows
divergence of the order of 10 while precipitation has
reached its maximum rate of > 0.85 inch/5 min and
radar echo intensities are at their maximum. It is not
unimportant to note that the maximum precipitation
rate coincides with the maximum value of the divergence.
Prediction of fields of divergence based upon satellite
imagery may require careful ground truth calibration

before such estimates can be made with any reliability.
Additionally, such intercomparisons must reflect the
time and space scales measured by each system.
Changes in the velocity fields, which may in turn
depend critically upon the magnitude and sign of the
vertical shear of the horizontal wind, may be critical
in the maintenance of fields of cumulus. Equally im-
portant, however, may be the input of sensible and
latent heat across the air-sea interface in the immediate
vicinity of the disturbance and the advection of sensible
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CLOUD - SUBCLOUD LAYER COUPLING

1. CLEAR: upward mixing from surface to LCL.
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5. STABLE LAYER STRENGTHENS: convection dies.
If forced convergence in subcloud layer
then.
L
6. CONVERGENCE IN SUBCLOUD LAYER : convection
well organized, precipitation,
{a) stable layer sirengthens
(S) subcloud layer diluted

{c) convection dies.

Fic. 8. A possible sequence of events that reflect the feed-
back effects between cloud and subcloud layer. In the pres-
ence of shear, dynamic effects enter which can maintain the
cloud or cloud system for a greater length of time.

and latent heat into the cloud system from the sur-
rounding areas. Calculations based upon the departures
of the equivalent potential temperature observed by
Ulanski et al. (1973), suggest that latent and sensible
heat fluxes may increase by an order of magnitude at
the sea interface in the presence of such downdrafts.

These observations have not yet shown what the
spatial and temporal extent of the above described
effects might be. Nor is it clear how different the
structure of the subcloud air is over the continent vs
over the oceans. Dugan (1973) and Betts et al. (1974), in
an observational study based on the 1972 Venezuelan
International Meteorological and Hydrological Experi-
ment (VIMHEX), report clear evidence of cloud “roots”
in the subcloud layer. In Fig. 5, Dugan presents evidence
of modification of the subcloud layer by convection.
The lower portion of what is frequently represented as
the “constant ¢” (see Fig. 1) layer is, in fact, slightly
unstable during most of the convective period and be-
comes stable above z*. Figure 6, from the same land
experiment, shows a sequence of low level profiles of
potential temperature through a major disturbance,
which confirm the progressive stabilization of the lower
atmosphere shown by Fig. 2.

It seems clear that the structure of the subcloud layer
and the character of the sea surface can be largely con-
trolled by interaction with the cloud layer. Furthermore,
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Fic. 4. Based upon 2 4 X 4 mi grid of surface wind observa-
tions (20 ft towers) over a 200 square mile network (approxi-
mately the area shown in the diagrams) in the Everglades
of South Florida. An objective numerical analysis generates
a2 1 X1 mi grid of vectors from which surface divergence is
computed {contours at intervals of 400 X 10~ shown as thin
lines: Numbers showing peak values of convergence (—) and
divergence (+)]. A calibrated radar displays isoecho con-
tours, and a 1 X 1 mi network of raingages yields the rain-
fall. In (a) rainfall (light dashed lines, maximum rate of 0.03
inch/5 min) and radar echo intensities (heavy dashed line)
coincide with the region of maximum convergence. In (b),
one half hour later, divergence dominates with much higher
rainfall (0.35 inch/5 min) and radar echo intensities on one
edge of the outfiow region.

it would follow that the lifetime, and hence bulk effect,
of a convective cloud system is similarly affected by
these interactive processes.

Evidence of the existence and role of secondary flows
such as helical rolls in the tropical subcloud layer re-
mains inadequate. Field work carried out by the Na-
tional Center for Atmospheric Research (under the
direction of Zipser and LeMone) promises to yield addi-
tional information on this question.

3. Parameterization and modeling of the subcloud
and cloud layers

We shall divide this fleld into five main topics which
will deal with subcloud layer models, diagnostic models
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for convective transports and atmospheric structure, theo-
retical models, and finally, parametric models for moist
convection. The coupling of convective models to the
large-scale dynamics will not be discussed in any detail.

a. Models for a well mixed convective subcloud layer

This has been a period of rapid development. Betts
(1971, 1973a), Deardorff (1972), Tennekes (1973), and
Carson (1973) have all independently proposed mixed
layer models following the earlier work notably of Ball
(1960), and Lilly (1968). The papers by Tennekes and
Carson were addressed only to a dry convection layer,
those by Betts discussed both dry convection beneath an
inversion and in the sub-cloud layer, and that by
Deardorff was concerned with parameterizing the mixed
layer for general circulation models. These models have
shown how the height of the convective boundary layer
is controlled in the absence of precipitation primarily
by large-scale subsidence and the radiative and surface
fluxes. They have also shown the complexity of the
interactions that determine the fluxes from the surface.

Arakawa and Schubert (1974) have modified the
model of Betts for use in their cumulus ensemble para-
meterization theory. They distinguish mixed layer height
from cloud-base height, since in their theory the cloud
base mass flux (and cloud population) are determined
by an integral constraint over the whole cloud layer,
whereas Betts (1973a) determined the convective mass
flux through cloud base by a cloud-base boundary
condition.

No adequate model exists for the transformation of
the subcloud layer by precipitating convection primarily
because the precipitation process and the downdraft
circulation process is only now being observationally
described and adequately understood.

Cumulus
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Transition Layer

Mixed
(Dry Adiabatic)
Layer

8 Minimum at
2*~0.3 z

Surface

Superadiabatic Layer

*> 0
Fic. 5. Model subcloud layer structure for undisturbed con-
ditions suggested by VIMHEX II data (Dugan, 1973).
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Fic. 6. Sequence of low level profiles of potential tempera-
ture, 4, from an undisturbed state through an intense dis-
turbance over Venezuela (1-2 September 1972, from VIMHEX
1I data). Soundings 314 and 316 were omitted for clarity but
fit the same pattern.

b. Diagnostic budget studies of convective transports

Direct observational studies of clouds either by aircraft
observations or remote sensing by radar, have advanced
considerably in the last few years. However, they have
not yet had a major impact on tropical convection
models, Much progress has been made in making closed
diagnostic budgets of convective layers, and deriving the
convective heat and moisture transports, sources and
sinks, primarily by the techniques of averaging or com-
positing radiosonde data. These studies are proving very
valuable in the further development of parametric
models.

I) Undisturbed trades

Papers by Holland and Rasmusson (1973), Augstein
et al. (1973), Nitta and Esbensen (1974), and Briimmer
et al. (1974), have shown the vertical structure of the
convective transports of heat, water, and momentum,
derived from the atmospheric budget studies of the
BOMEX and ATEX experiments. We now have a good
observational picture of the structure of the planetary
boundary layer during undisturbed tradewind conditions.
The maintenance of the trade inversion by the upward
transport and evaporation of liquid water predicted
theoretically by Betts (1973a) has been confirmed.

II) Wave disturbances and clusters

Papers by Reed and Recker (1971), Nitta (1972), Wil-
liams and Gray (1973), and Yanai et al. (1978), have
shown the structure of the convective heat source and
moisture sink terms for precipitating convection and the
associated vertical mass transports. This has provided
an observational basis for the parameterization of con-
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vection in terms of mass transport in the middle and
upper troposphere.

I1I) Mesoscale cumulonimbus studies

The structure of transports on the scale of mesoscale
convective systems have been described by Zipser (1969)
and Betts (1973b).'Their chief contribution has been to
show the important role of downdrafts on the cumulo-
nimbus scale in determining the transports in and trans-
formation of the lower atmosphere, as well as to provide
evidence for mass transport parametric models.

Further interpretation of these observed transports has
begun. Nitta (1974) and Ogura and Cho (1973) have used
the spectral representation of a cloud ensemble (Arakawa
and Schubert, 1974) to derive a population of model
clouds from the diagnostically-derived budgets.

¢. Diagnostic models of convective stralification

The diagnostic study of thermal and vapor stratifica-
tion has advanced with the work of Aspliden (1971)
and Betts (1973a, c). In the modeling of convective
effects in large-scale models, one can either predict the
transports, and deduce changes in stratification, or pre-
dict some quasi-equilibrium structure directly, thus im-
plicitly specifying the transports with time. Haman
(1969) discussed the relationship between stratification
and wansports by convective entrainment and detrain-
ment. Observational studies from BOMEX, ATEX, and
VIMHEX have confirmed that the cumulus popula-
tion maintains an equilibrium structure. A lapserate
model (Betts, 1973a) for the cumulus layer has been
shown useful by diagnostic testing (Moore and Betts,
1674) using data from these experiments.

d. Convective models

A great deal of research is in progress on modeling moist
convection with both theoretical and numerical models
for the mesoscale, single clouds, and the cloud dynamical-
. microphysical interaction.

1) Analytic models

An important paper by Moncrieff and Green (1972) on
the dynamic modeling of cumulonimbus convection theo-
retically coupled the heat and momentum transport by
two-dimensional steady convection, using integrals of the
vorticity and thermodynamic equations conserved along
streamlines. The problem of the thermal instability of
stratified shear flows has also been addressed by Asai
(1970, 1972). '

11) Mesoscale models

Mesoscale numerical models have been developed for a
range of convective problems. Three-dimensional primi-
tive equation models for dry convection (Deardorff, 1972)
have been used to predict the statistics of the turbulence
and also to compare the growth of the boundary layer
with that predicted by the mixed layer parametric
models (3a). This model has been adapted and extended
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by Sommeria (unpublished) to predict the spectrum of
cumulus cloud development over the tropical ocean in
the undisturbed tradewind regime. The results show
promise in confirming the diagnostic transport studies
for tradewind convection (3b). In a two-dimensional
simulation of a cloud field over central Florida, Hill
(1974) showed how the interaction between cumulus cells
of different sites and stages of development suppressed
some but led to enhanced growth of others by the in-
corporation of surrounding moisture anomalies from
other cells. Pielke (1974) has developed a three-dimen-
sional sea-breeze model, also for Florida, which has
shown how the development and movement of thunder-
storm complexes over the heated land are controlled by
the strong boundary layer convergence in the sea-breeze
fronts in the area of hurricane models. Orville et al.
(1972) have published a paper on the simulation of
hurricane rainband clouds and Anthes (1972) has modeled
the three-dimensional asymmetric structure of the spiral
bands of a tropical cyclone. Rosmond (1978) has pro-
posed a linear stability model with parameterized cumu-
lus convection and a variable eddy viscosity to explain
the mesoscale cellular convective patterns which are
frequently observed over the ocean.

I11) Cloud models

The two major developments are the beginnings of
three-dimensional numerical cloud convection models,
and also of models that couple the microphysics and
dynamics. In the first group, there has been some
progress (Miller and Pearce, 1974; Pastushkov, 1973; and
Steiner, 1978) as well as advances in two-dimensional
modeling (Takeda, 1971; Soong and Ogura, 1973; Hane,
1973; Schlesinger, 1973; Chang and Orville, 1973). Fox
(1972) has tackled the classical problem of a three-dimen-
sional dry thermal and successfully simulated the low
Reynolds number flow. He also points out the inadequa-
cies of the eddy viscosity method, and the problems of
simulating a high Reynolds number flow.

Many papers have been published on the modeling of
cloud microphysics: Cotton (1972a, b), Arnason and
Greenfield (1972), Murray and Koenig (1972), Clark
(1978), Ogura and Takahashi (1973), Silverman and
Glass (1978). However, our understanding has not
progressed to the point where we have a realistic para-
meterization of rain for inclusion in the cloud models
of large-scale parameterization theories.

In the area of one-dimensional cloud models, Holton
(1972) has shown how to include the effect of the non-
hydrostatic pressure perturbation. The debate on the
applicability of one-dimensional entrainment models
which are widely used in parametric theories has con-
tinued with numerous contributions, particularly- by
Warner (1970, 1972) and Simpson (1971, 1972). Addi-
tional observational evidence has been presented by
McCarthy (1974) for this simplification, and against it
by Warner (1978) from cloud droplet spectrum studies.
However, the use of the concept in parametric cloud






